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Element of a 

Livable Communities

ÅAffordable and appropriate housing options

ÅSupportive community features and services

ÅAdequate mobility options

ÅPersonal independence is facilitated

ÅResidents are engaged in civic and social life
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Our Communities 

are Unprepared

Å54% of American communities do not have the 
policies, programs or services in place to promote 
the quality of life, community engagement, and 
independent living of older adults (N4A survey of 10K 
local governments).

Å2/3 of planners and engineers have not yet begun 
considering the needs of older users in the multi -
modal planning (AARP Public Policy Institute/ITE 
online survey of more than 1K planners & engineers, 
2008). 

ÅLess than 1/3 of the 80 Complete Streets policies 
explicitly address the needs of older road users 
(AARP Public Policy Institute, 2009).
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Older adults report inhospitable roads
Å40% say they do not have adequate sidewalks in their 

neighborhoods

Å47% say they cannot cross their main roads safely

Å54% of those living in inhospitable neighborhoods 

said they would walk and ride more often if conditions 

improved

ÅThe majority support adoption of CS policies, with 

56% expressing strong support

International Communications Research Poll for AARP, 1,000 adults age 50+, 

July 2008
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What We Haveé

. 
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What We Needé


